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March 2020 

Thomas & Thomas E-News 

Coronavirus and Licensing 

Firstly, we would like to send our best wishes to you in these difficult and unprecedented times.  
 
We thought we would share with you some recently and commonly asked questions (and 
answers): 
 
If the designated premises supervisor falls ill, is a variation required to replace them?  

Assuming that this is a temporary illness, then there would be no need, in the same way that 
there is no need to replace a DPS who is on holiday. However, there might be some cases where 
you might need to change your DPS, although it is hoped that licensing authorities will be flexible 
in their approach to enforcement where there are grey areas, such as a DPS not being temporarily 
available.  

I am awaiting the dissemination of a licensing application or hearing?  

As it stands, councils in London are still convening hearings, although we believe this is likely to 
be changed. Skype and similar platforms are being discussed as alternatives although it is also 
hoped that responsible authorities in particular can take a pragmatic view to applications in these 
difficult times.  

What happens if I decide to close my premises?  

A licence doesn’t lapse simply because you are closed. However, in the case of insolvency, such 
as administration or a company being struck off or wound up, that can cause a premises licence 
to lapse.  

Home delivery and off-sales 

The Government has apparently indicated pubs, restaurants and hotels will be able to offer hot 
food takeaways without planning permission during the outbreak.  

Under a premises licence, the sale of hot food off the premises is not normally restricted between 
the hours of 5am and 11pm. However, you need to check your licence to see if there are any local 
and specific conditions. If you wish to sell alcohol by way of off-sale, this will either need to be 
permitted on your current licence or you’ll need to apply for a variation and/or temporary event 
notice. Again, it is hoped that local authorities might be pragmatic in determining these 
applications and we are making representations to central government so as to extend the 
number of temporary event notices and the period for which they can apply.  
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We have also asked Government to consider: 
 
a) would local authorities agree to suspend the payment of annual fees or could this be 
mandated by central government; and  
 
b) could they temporarily de-regulate off sales in sealed containers any conditions which 
prohibit take-away 
 
At least there is 100% rates relief to all properties in the retail and leisure sector irrespective 
of their RV's.  This means no rates will be payable for any shop, restaurant, theatre, etc, for 12 
months from 1st April 2020. 
 
Beyond these sectors there are no specific measures other than the possibility of 'one off' 
grants of £25,000 for businesses with RV's less than £51,000, and £10,000 grants for small 
businesses who are currently benefiting from Small Business Relief. 

If you have any queries in respect of the above or any other matter, please contact one of the partners:  

E: athomas@tandtp.com 
E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  
E: jspiegler@tandtp.com  

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  

 


